General access to chiral N-alkyl terminal aziridines via organocatalysis.
A three step, one-pot protocol involving enantioselective alpha-chlorination of aldehydes, subsequent reductive amination with a primary amine, and S(N)2 displacement to afford chiral N-alkyl terminal aziridines in 40-65% yield (74-87%/step) and, in most cases, >90% ee is reported.